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Suggested Curriculum 
links (Grade 4) 

Life Science: Habitats 
 302-2 describe how 

a variety of animals 
are able to meet 
their basic needs in 
their habitat 

 300-1 compare the 
external features 
and behavioural 
patterns of animals 
that help them 
thrive in different 
kinds of places 

 
Language Arts 
 Students will be 

expected to use a 
range of strategies 
to develop effective 
writing and media 
products to enhance 
their clarity, 
precision, and 
effectiveness. 

 
Materials 
 Animal cards 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 
 
 
 
Designed and produced 
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Box 23099, 
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Overview 
This is a fun activity because students do research 
(detective work), write and act. In pairs, students will 
research an animal, write a short adventure story and get 
classmates to guess what animal it is.   
 
Objectives 
 To research an animal and identify how it interacts with 

its habitat and what special features or behaviours it 
may have. 

 
Procedure 

1. Research a Canadian animal. 
Ask your students to choose one or two people they 
would like to work with on this project. Next the team 
should choose an animal from the information cards 
on the animals or another Canadian animal of their 
choice. Ask them to find out as much as they can 
about their chosen animal.  

2. Write a story. 
Ask the teams to write a short adventure story about 
the chosen animal without identifying it. They should 
stress how the animal moves about and how the 
animal sees its world around it. Canadian Wildlife 
brochures may be a good source of information for this 
project. Students may also want to use the library for 
more information. 

3. Present and act out the story. 
When the teams have finished their story, one 
member from the team should read it aloud to the 
class. The other team members should act out the 
animal in the story. The class must then guess what 
animal it is. 

Extensions 
 Create a story book about different animals using the 

class’ stories. 
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At the Fluvarium 
Join us for Habitat... 
Habitat... Gotta Have 
a Habitat! Students 
explore plant and 
animal life in our 
freshwater ponds and 
their physical 
adaptations and 
habitats and 
especially the life 
cycle of frogs and 
toads. This program 
makes a real ‘splash’ 
with the Grade Fours 
when they examine 
freshwater 
invertebrates up close 
through a ‘pond 
sweep’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources 
Websites 
Find information about Canadian animals from the 
following websites: 

The Suncor Energy Fluvarium  
http://www.fluvarium.ca 

Newfoundland Nature 
http://www.nlnature.com/ 

Canadian Geographic 
http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/kids/animal-
facts/animals.asp?region=nfld 
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